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Hsipaw, and the persons he put in charge of these states were
not very judicious appointments. This, and their proximity to the
plains, which made them an obvious place of refuge for dacoits
and outlaws, rendered these two states a source of trouble, and
their population tended rather to decrease than to settle down
quietly,

Tawng Peng, Loi Long, and Mong Mit were full of elements
of disturbance owing to the presence near their borders of the
Pretender Saw Yan Naing and Hkam Leng, and there was a good
deal of ferment and some fighting in these districts, an account of
which has been given in the chapter on the Kachins. On the
whole, however, there was steady progress, and the confidence of
the chiefs in the Government was confirmed and strengthened.

In the following year (1889) South Hsenwi was undisturbed,
but in December 1890 the Northern State was the scene of a rising
headed by Hkun Yi, the Sawbwa's brother-in-law, and son of Sang
Hai, who intended him to be the heir. Hkun Yi was killed before
the affair became serious, but later in the year there was trouble
between the Sawbwa's officials and some Kachins in the northern
part of the state. This was smoothed over for the moment but the
Kachins were not satisfied, and it was the beginning of the discon-
tent which had serious results three years later. The rest of the
Northern States were undisturbed, but the condition of Mong Long
as a refuge for outlaws was still unsatisfactory and the population
of Hsum Hsai steadily decreased. A good deal of progress was made
in the construction of roads from Mandalay to Maymyo and
Hsipaw, and from Meiktila towards the head-quarters of the
Southern Shan States, and both of these began to be much used by
caravans.

In the Southern Shan States in 1890 the most important
events, were : (1) the submission of the great Trans-Sal ween State
of Keng Tung, with which up till then only an abortive corre-
spondence had been maintained, and (2) the settlement, by the
Anglo-Siamese Commission, of the disputes about the territory
the Siamese had taken up on the eastern side of the Salween after
the Karenni expedition, and about the Trans-Sal ween States
handed over to the Sawlwa of Mong Pawn, to which they also laid
claim.